WELCOME TO MY
GARDEN [
I AM ACROPORA
VIRGATA, THE
TAGHORN CORAL.
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Coral reefs are made up o€ MGNY, MGNY
coral species and thousands of individual
coral colonies which, fogether, form a coral
ecosystem, that is fo say a specific natural
habitat made up of diffevent plants and
animals. Coval reefs are among the most
important and most complex ecosystems

on our planet.

AS MY GARDEN STRUGGLES
MORE AND MORE TO BREATHE,
I HAVE FALLEN ILL...

First, bleaching affects us. Bleaching is caused when
the water we live in gets very hot, kind of like & fever. It
destroys our association with our algee and cavses us
1o turn bright white. And then there are the diseases
that are triggered because of seawster that gets dirty
or too £ull o€ nutrients or bacteria due to human
activities.

Tous drots reends.
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To save this reef, we can
create o nursery of
cuttings of corals that
are in danger of
oisappearing.

The fechnigue o€ cutting
small pieces off the
aoult colony is used like
o plant.

This is What we call coral reef rehabilitation !

WHAT IS HAPPENING TO
MY CORAL REEF P

We use o gardening approach to this. Here are the steps:

We cannot fully restore
o reef. This gardening
recrectes some of the

functions of & coral
reef : habitat or €ish
and other animals,
profection of these
animals, and
£o0d resources...

A damaged reef will
never veturn to its ori-
ginal state, but this
allows revitalizing the
netural environment.

RESTORATION HAS HELPED
BREATHE NEW LIFE INTO
MY LUNDERWATER SGARDEN AND
KEEP MY SPECIES ALIVE.
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BUT IT'S NOT ENOLIGH!
TOGETHER, WE MUST CHANGE
oue QEHAVI%QA;OWAQD THE
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Actions to adopt :

- Do not throw your waste info the seal
- Do not remove anything from
underwater!

- Do not touch or walk on organisms!

Be careful with the sunscreen you use!
Share this comic awround you!

Deploying research
Sharing science
Transforming




